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SUBJECT : SATELLITE TELECONFERENCING FOR TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT HAS EMBARKED ON A STUDY OF TWO-WAY VIDEO 
COMMUNICATION IN REAL-TIME AS A TOOL FOR TRANSFERRING 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION AND KNOW-HOW. A SMALL STUDY CON- 
TRACT HAS BEEN LET TO UNIVERSITY CITY SCIENCE CENTER IN 
PHILADELPHIA, THE OBJECT OF WHICH BRIEFLY IS TO: A) EX- 
AMINE THE FEASIBILITY OF THE TECHNIQUE AS A TOOL FOR TECH- 
NOLOGY TRANSFER; B) DETERMINE THE PARAMETERS AND CRITERIA 
FOR A SUCCESSFUL DEMONSTRATION OF THE VALUE OF THE TECH- 
NIQUE; AND C) PLAN IN CONCEPT SUCH A DEMONSTRATION. 
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2. SEVERAL MODES OF OPERATION ARE ENVISIONED FOR TELE- 
CONFERENCING. A TECHNICAL OR PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCE IN 
THE US COULD BE LINKED WITH A RELATED CONFERENCE IN A 
DEVELOPING COUNTRY. SMALL PANELS OF EXPERTS COULD BE 
ASSEMBLED IN THE US AND IN A DEVELOPING COUNTRY AND LINKED 
FOR PURPOSES OF DETAILED DISCUSSIONS. MEDICAL OPERATIONS. 
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RESEARCH PROCEDURES, MANUFACTURING PROCESSES AMONG OTHERS 
COULD BE ILLUSTRATED IN THEIR PERFORMANCE. 

3. SHOULD A DEMONSTRATION OF THE TECHNIQUE IN ITS APPLICA- 
TION TO TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER BE DESIRABLE, A SPECIFIC COUN- 
TRY AND A SPECIFIC TECHNICAL TOPIC WILL HAVE TO BE CHOSEN 
AS WELL AS A TIME AND SITE. THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT RECOM- 
MEND ANY APPROACH TO HOST GOVERNMENT AT THIS TIME. 

4. POTENTIAL TOPICS RANGE WIDELY INCLUDING AGRICULTURE, 
ELECTRONICS, MANUFACTURING, BASIC SCIENCES, CIVIL ENGINEER- 
ING, MEDICINE, AND MANY OTHERS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION. 

IN ORDER TO CHOOSE BOTH TOPIC AND POTENTIAL RECIPIENT 
COUNTRY FOR DEMO DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ADVICE 
ON THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC QUESTIONS AS WELL AS ANY GENERAL 
REMARKS. 

A. HAS HOST GOVERNMENT PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 
SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS IN GENERAL OR IN VIDEO TELECON- 
FERENCING? 

B. IN WHAT TECHNICAL AREAS ARE PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY HIGH- 
EST AND NATIONAL INTEREST GREATEST? 

C. IN WHAT TECHNICAL AREAS WOULD LANGUAGE BARRIERS BE 
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GREATEST? LEAST? PLEASE COMMENT ON AVAILABILITY OF TECH 
NICAL EXPERTS FLUENT IN ENGLISH. 

D. WHAT ARE THE MOST SUBSTANTIAL PROGRAMS OF COOPERATION IN 
TECHNICAL AREAS WITH THE US? PLEASE ESTIMATE THE NUMBER OF 
EXPERTS IN HOST COUNTRY IN THESE AREAS. 

E. WHAT TOPICS SHOULD BE AVOIDED? 

F. WHAT TOPICS APPEAR MOST DESIRABLE? WHY? 

G. IS THERE A PREFERRED TIME OF YEAR FOR SUCH A DEMONSTRA 
TION? 

H. PLEASE SUPPLY A LISTING OF TECHNICAL AND PROFESSIONAL 
MEETINGS SCHEDULED IN HOST COUNTRY IN NEXT TWO YEARS, IF 
AVAILABLE. 

I. WHAT HOST GOVERNMENT APPROVALS WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR 
TELECONFERENCE DEMONSTRATIONS? 

J. WHAT, IF ANY, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT EXISTS UITH- 
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IN COUNTRY THAT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR DEMO? SATELLITE GROUND 
STATION, TV STUDIO GEAR, AND TV PROJECTION EQUIPMENT ARE 
OF GREATEST INTEREST. 

K. WOULD HOST GOVERNMENT BE RECEPTIVE TO REQUEST FOR CO- 

- SPONSORSHIP OF DEMO? IF SO, WHAT LEVEL OF FUNDING 

- MIGHT BE AVAILABLE? 

L. WOULD EMBASSY BE ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT SUCH A PROJECT? 

5. BECAUSE OF SHORT DURATION OF CONTRACTUAL STUDY AND 
RELEVANCE OF YOUR RESPONSES TO ABOVE QUESTIONS, DEPARTMENT 
WOULD APPRECIATE ANSWER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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